
Claim Your Date

20-25 – Abergavenny Pantomime Co, Snow
White at The Borough Theatre. Tickets £5 -
£7.50. Tel: 01873 850805 or book online.
24 – Govilon Gardening Club meeting in the
Village Hall (Govilon) at 7.30pm. Question &
answer session followed by Fish & Chip sup-
per. All welcome.
25 – Pandy & Monnowside Ploughing Society
Fun Bingo Pandy Hall 7.30 for 8. 01873
890591.

4 – Fun Bingo Night at Llanwenarth Village
hall. 7 for 7.30 start. £6 per person to include
Ploughmans. 01873 853271. All proceeds to
St Peter's Church Restoration Fund.
4 - Stand-up comedy at the Melville Theatre,
Pen y Pound: TALES FROM WALES with
Award-winning Drew Taylor, and Steffan
Evans, star of S4C’s Gwerthu Allan.Tickets:£5
in advance(£7 on the door) Available in
advance from the Melville Centre by telephon-
ing 01873 853167 or email:
melvillecentre@outlook.com Online ticket
booking at:www.jokepit.com
11 – Llangynidr Village Hall, Annual Concert,
Risca Male Voice Choir plus supporting
artists. 7.30pm. 01874 730469, 730228.
16 – A comedy by John Godber: Perfect
Pitch, presented by It’s An Act at the Melville
Theatre, Pen y Pound. Tickets £10 (u18s:£8)
available in advance from the Melville Centre
by telephoning 01873 853167 or email:
melvillecentre@outlook.com
16 – Abergavenny Local History Society,
Rhianydd Biebrach will talk about Priests,
Poetry and Purgatory in Medieval Wales.
Borough Theatre, 7.30pm. Non-members are
welcome to join on the night.
25 – Pandy & Monnowside Ploughing Society
Fun Bingo Pandy Hall 7.30 for 8. 01873
890591.

Claim Your
Date £22.50 inc
VAT for four 
consecutive

weeks
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Hairdresser Hannah is on a mission
to help papas plait and daddies to
care for their daughters’ hair 

AASS a general rule of
thumb papas don’t
plait, in fact, to your

average dad his young daugh-
ter’s ponytail is a thing of
fierce complexity and unfath-
omable intricacy.
Which is all well and good,

but in these hectic times
when mum has a million and
one things to do in a day, and
then some, there are moments
when there is no other option
for a stressed out working gal,
but to ask her significant
other the question that all
menfolk dread to hear - “Can
you make sure you comb and

tie back Missy’s hair so she
looks presentable” for school,
nursery, the party, a play-
date, or trip to the shops, etc.
You get the drift.
The point is, it’s a big ask.

Dads view ‘fixing’ their
daughter’s hair with trepida-
tion and unease. 
At best, they’ll do a rush,

half-hearted job and leave
their little one looking like a
raggedy Anne on a bad hair
day.
And to a little girl who just

wants to have plaits like a
princess and bows like a fairy
queen, daddy’s clumsy efforts
just won’t wash.
Which is where Hannah

Mlatem steps in.
The plucky Gilwern hair-

dresser believes it’s high time
you dads realised that just
because mum isn’t around
you can still give your daugh-
ter the Elsa braids she wants,
and what’s more, have fun
and a real sense of accom-
plishment in doing so. 
Hannah told the Chronicle,

“On my travels I often see
young girls with their dads,
and wince when I see what
their fathers have obviously
done to their hair.
“Firstly, as a woman, and

secondly, as a hair profession-

al It makes my cry inside. I
know just how much impor-
tance females of all ages place
on their hair and although
their dads have obviously
tried their best to make their
daughters look presentable,
it’s always all too apparent
when an unskilled hand has
gone to work on someone’s
head.”
Hairdresser Hannah added,

“It’s not the fault of the dads.
They’ve never been taught to
tie back, plait, or braid their
own hair, so how can they

hope to do a decent job with
their daughter’s locks?
“Which is why I’ve come up

with the idea of Daddy Hair
Care. A school where dads can
learn to properly take care of
their daughter’s and form a
real bond when doing so.”
The first two-hour session

of Daddy Hair Care will take
place on Sunday, March 5, and
dads who want to express
their flair for hair will be per-
sonally taught by Hannah
how to tie a ponytail, plait,
and make a bun.
Hannah explained, “We’re

going to keep it simple, but I
think the dads will be just
surprised how effective the
techniques we teach will be.

“Not only will their daugh-
ters be over the moon when
they see just what dad can do,
I think the dads will go away
with a real sense of accom-
plishment and new-found
bond with their daughters.
“And who knows we might

just find the next Nicky
Clarke in the process.”

A two-hour session at
Daddy Hair Care will cost £25
and all those who attend will
leave with a special goody
bag.  Spaces are limited and
early booking is advised. 
Telephone Hannah on

01873 832214 or email han-
nah.mlatem@gmail.com for
more details .  

By Tim Butters

A talk on the history of Pen-y-Fal

AAODS are in the running for an
impressive hat-trick of awards 

FFOLLOWING OLLOWING their suc-
cess at the recent
‘Abergavenny Oscars’,

AAODS have now learned they
are in the running for three
National Operatic and Dramatic
Association awards.
AAODS Chairman Jill Murray

said, “We’ve been nominated by
NODA from all the amateur
shows performed in Wales and
Ireland last year for Best
Production for ‘Sister Act’, Best
Youth Production for ‘Moby Dick
the Musical’ and Best Individual
Performance - Alys Le Moignan
who was outstanding as Deloris
Van Cartier in ‘Sister Act’.
“To be nominated really is a

huge achievement and confirms
that AAODS continues to produce
great musical theatre in our
town. 
“We feel very honoured to have

received this recognition and are
extremely proud of everyone who
is involved in performing, produc-
ing and working on and off stage
to ensure we can produce great
shows for our audiences.”
AAODS are currently in full

rehearsal for their next show ‘9 to
5 - the Musical’, which is to be
performed at the Borough
Theatre from May 2 to 6.
“Following the success of ‘Sister

Act’ it was decided to perform
another modern show and ‘9 to 5’
fits that bill perfectly,” said Jill.
“With the story based on the

battle by female employees trying
to get the recognition they
deserve from their discriminating
and sexist boss, it is topical but
also very humorous and has great
music too! 
“Although people immediately

think ‘Dolly Parton’ there is
much, much more to the show. We
urge people to book their tickets
now as last year Sister Act sold
out leaving many people disap-
pointed to have missed it.”
The Junior section, who are

also nominated, will be perform-
ing ‘Hairspray Jr’ in the autumn
half term (October 30 - November
4) and are holding a registration
session on Sunday March 19 at
3pm in Trinity Church Hall (next
to the library in Baker Street)
with new members being urged to
join.
“Our Junior section runs from

age eight to 18 but for this show
we ideally need some ‘older’
Juniors  of 11+, as some of last
year’s have moved on to
University. And we would partic-
ularly welcome some more boys! 
“But anyone interested should

come along. Who knows what
more talents there are in the area
and it’s a joy and privilege to
work with our young people,” said
Jill.
If you need further information

please email sec-aaods@hot-
mail.com or phone 01873 858888.

AAR E T R I E DR E T R I E D
community/ps
ychiatric nurse

and lecturer in gener-
al and psychiatric
nursing is looking for
three volunteers to
help him with a forth-
coming illustrated
talk on the history of
Pen-y-Fal Hospital
(1851 to 1996).
The talk will fea-

ture many hundreds
of photographs from
the 1880s to the
1990s, various mental

health legislation and
acts will be discussed,
and case histories of
patients from the
1920s will be given by
two guest speakers.
There will be a talk

given by the
Samaritans and other
related organizations,
and memoirs from
various members of
ex-staff, discussing
their experiences of
all wards and all sorts
of patients over the
years.

A guest speaker
will talk on the sub-
ject of ‘Stigma’ within
the profession of psy-
chiatry, and on how
progressive and effec-
tive the move from
institutionalised to
community care has
become. 
An invited member

of the A.B.U.H. Board
will talk on the ser-
vices provided today
and plans for the
future, and various
films from the
1960s,70s, and 80s of
patients and staff on
fete days/Christmas
etc, will be shown.
Following the talk,

there will be a
reunion of all former
Pen-y-Fal staff, and
some musical enter-
tainment.
The event will be

held on a Saturday
(12pm to late) and is
open to everyone who
is interested in ‘men-
tal health’.
The talk will cost

approximately £10 to
attend and an exact
date and venue will
be announced a fur-
ther edition of the
A b e r g a v e n n y
Chronicle. All pro-
ceeds from the event

will be donated to the
Samaritans. 
The talk is being

organized by David
Bowen , Ex RMN,

RGN, RNT, D.N.
(London).
Mr Bowen current-

ly requires one volun-
teer to assist with

running the laptop
and projector, and
two further volun-
teers to give short
talks - following a

briefing by Mr
Bowen.

If you feel you can
assist, or are interest-

ed in attending the
event, then please
contact David Bowen
on 01873 858306 for
further details. 

Mlatem in action

Think you could do this fellas? 


